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Graduation Requirements = 26 Credits 
Foundation + Endorsements AND Distinguished Level of Achievement (Includes Algebra II)

• English – 4 credits

• Math – 4 credits

• Science – 4 credits

• Social Studies – 3 credits (recommend 4)

• PE – 1 credit

• Fine Art – 1 credit

• World Language – 2 credits (same language)

• Health (.5) and Speech (.5)

• Electives – 6 credits



Endorsements
An endorsement is a set of courses that allows students to explore an area of 

interest and learn more about a particular subject or career area. 

Students in the Fort Bend Independent School District select their endorsement in 
their 8th grade year during the career course selection process. 

In middle school, students complete the ‘Find Your Path’ Assessment in SchooLinks 
to narrow their career interests, which in turn helps them select an endorsement. 

All 8th grade students must choose an Endorsement.



ENDORSEMENTS and Pathways

STEM

• Engineering

• Computer Science 
(Programming and 
Software 
Development)

• Math

• Science

Business and Industry

• Agriculture, Food, 
Natural Resources

• Architecture and 
Construction

• Arts, Audio/Video 
Technology, and 
Communications

• Business, Marketing, 
and Finance

• Hospitality and 
Tourism

• Information 
Technology

• Manufacturing

• Transportation, 
Distribution, and 
Logistics

• English — Journalism 
and Debate

Public Service

• Education and 
Training

• Health Science

• Human Services

• JROTC (Jr. Reserve 
Officers’ Training 
Corps)

• Law and Public 
Service

Arts and Humanities

• Visual Art (drawing, 
painting, sculpture, 
ceramics, and digital 
art)

• Music (band, 
orchestra, choir)

• Theatre (theatre, 
technical theatre, 
and theatre 
production)

• Dance

• World Languages

• Social Studies

Multidisciplinary 
Studies

• 4x4

• AP/IB/Dual Credit

• Advanced Courses



Sample Pathway 
ENGINEERING

Students will take one Engineering course each year of 
high school. These courses will give credit for elective 

classes.

9th Grade – Principles of Applied Engineering

10th Grade – Engineering Design and Presentation I

11th Grade – Engineering Science

12th Grade – Engineering Design and Problem Solving



Endorsements: STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)

Who?:

Students considering a 
career in engineering or 
computer science, and 
those who enjoy and are 
energized by math, 
science, design, and 
problem solving.

Careers:

Robotics Technician 

Computer Programmer

Medical Researcher

Engineer

Biochemist Microbiologist

Environmentalist



Sample STEM Endorsement Pathways

STEM PATHWAYS

CTE
ENGINEERING

ENGINEERING 
(ACADEMY) 

PROGRAMMING AND 
SOFTWARE 

DEVELOPMENT
MATH SCIENCE

Principles of Applied 
Engineering

Engineering Science

Engineering Design and 
Presentation I

Engineering Design and 
Problem Solving

Introduction to Engineering 
Design

Engineering Science

Aerospace Engineering 
AND/OR Civil Engineering 
and Architecture

Engineering Design and 
Development

Fundamentals of Computer 
Science

Computer Science I

AP Computer Science A

Computer Science III

Independent Study in 
Technology Applications

Five (5) or more credits 
in math that must 
include Algebra I, 
Geometry, and Algebra 
II. Two must be 
advanced.

Five (5) or more credits in 
science that must include 
Biology, Chemistry, and 
Physics. Two must be 
advanced.



Endorsements: Business and Industry

Who?:

Students interested in 
agriculture, business, 
accounting, digital 
graphics, and 
architecture.

Careers:

Accountant

Aircraft Controller

Interior Designer

Electrician

Chef

Architect



Sample Business and Industry Endorsement Pathways
SAMPLE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY PATHWAYS

Business & Industry
Business, Marketing and Finance 

Accounting and Financial Services

Business & Industry
Business, Marketing and Finance 

Entrepreneurship 
(Academy)

Business & Industry
Business, Marketing and Finance 

Marketing Pathway Course 
Sequence (Academy)

Business & Industry
Marketing

Hospitality and Tourism 
(Reese)

Business & Industry

Information Technology
(Reese)

Principles of Business, 
Marketing, and Finance

Business Information 
Management I

Accounting I

Securities and Investments

Principles of Business, 
Marketing and Finance

Business Info Management I

Entrepreneurship I

Entrepreneurship II

Practicum in 
Entrepreneurship

Principles of Business, 
Marketing, & Finance

Sports and Entertainment 
Marketing

Social Media Marketing

Advanced Marketing

Practicum in Marketing

Culinary Arts

Advanced Culinary Arts

Practicum in Culinary Arts

Internetworking 
Technologies I

Computer Maintenance + 
Lab

Networking Systems + Lab



Sample Business and Industry Endorsement Pathways
SAMPLE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY PATHWAYS

Business & Industry
Manufacturing

Welding

Business & Industry
Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics

Automotive Pathway

Business & Industry

English –
Journalism

Business & Industry

English – Debate

Introduction to Welding

Welding I
(Reese)

Welding II
(Reese)

Small Engine Tech
(Reese)

Automotive Basics
(Reese)

Automotive Technology I: 
Maintenance and Light Repair 
(Reese)

Automotive Tech II: Automotive 
Service (Reese)

Journalism or Photojournalism, Adv 
Journalism: Yearbook Production I, II, and 
III, IV

Journalism or Photojournalism, Newspaper 
I, II, and III, IV

Journalism or Photojournalism Adv 
Journalism I, II , and III, IV

Debate I

Debate II

Debate III

Debate IV



Endorsements: Public Services

Who?:

Students who love helping 
others and are interested in 
law enforcement, fire fighting, 
education, the military, or 
government.

Careers:

Teacher

Social Worker

Fire Fighter

Physician

Nurse

Mental Health Counselor



Sample Public Service Endorsement Pathways

SAMPLE PUBLIC SERVICE PATHWAYS

EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING

(Reese Center)
HEALTH SCIENCE HUMAN SERVICES

JUNIOR RESERVE 
OFFICERS’ TRAINING 

CORPS (JROTC)

See pg. 51

LAW AND PUBLIC SERVICE

Principles of Education 
and Training 

Human Growth and 
Development

Instructional Practices

Practicum in Education 
and Training

Principles of Health 
Science

Medical Terminology  

Anatomy and 
Physiology AND 
Health Science Theory

Practicum in Health 
Science

Principles of Human 
Services

Human Growth and 
Development

Counseling and Mental 
Health

Family and Community 
Services
 

JROTC I, II, III, and IV

Campus Branches:

Air Force – Dulles, 
Elkins, Kempner, 
Marshall

Army – Hightower

Marines – Ridge Point, 
Travis, Willowridge

Navy – Austin, Bush, 
Clements

Principles Law, Public Safety, Corrections, and Security

Law Enforcement

Criminal Investigation

Law Enforcement II



Endorsements: Arts and Humanities

Who?:

Students interested in 
the fine arts, world 
languages, and social 
studies.

Careers:

Actor

Movie Director

Translator

Ambassador 

Musician

Artist



Sample Arts and Humanities Endorsement Pathways

VISUAL ART MUSIC THEATRE
 

DANCE WORLD 
LANGUAGES

SOCIAL STUDIES

4 levels of one of the 
following:

Drawing • Painting • 
Sculpture • Ceramics 
• Digital Arts

4 levels of one of the 
following:

• Band
• Orchestra
• Choir
• Mariachi
• Piano Technician

One of the following 
options:

• Theatre
• Technical Theatre
• Theatre 

Production

One of the following:

Dance I-IV

Dance Team I-IV

Levels I – IV of any 
world language 

OR

Levels I and II of two 
different world 
languages

Five (5) credits in 
social studies which 
must include World 
Geography or World 
History, US History, 
Government/Economi
cs 

(these are already 
required for graduation)



Endorsements: Multidisciplinary

• Provides students an opportunity to earn an 
Endorsement from courses taken from multiple 
subject areas and/or Endorsements

– 4 AP/IB/Dual Credit Core Subjects

– 4 X 4 Core Subjects

– Advanced Courses



Sample Multidisciplinary Endorsement Pathways
SAMPLE MULTIDISCIPLINARY PATHWAYS

Multidisciplinary
Advanced Courses AP/IB/DC

Multidisciplinary
Core 4x4

Multidisciplinary
Advanced Courses

English IV AP

Spanish IV AP

Statistics AP

World History

4 English credits (must include English 4)

4 Math credits 

4 Science credits (must include Chemistry or 
Physics)

Social Studies – 4 credits 

Four advanced courses that prepare a student 
to enter the workforce successfully or 
postsecondary education without remediation 
from within one endorsement area or among 
endorsement areas that are not in a coherent 
sequence.



How to submit Endorsements

1. Students must select an Endorsement in Skyward Family Access

2. Students must select an Endorsement in SchooLinks prior to 
inputting courses. (This will be reviewed later when students 
receive information about course request in SchooLinks.)

 a. Selecting the Endorsement in SchooLinks will automatically populate 
the elective courses that are required for the chosen Endorsement.

 b. Students will then add all other courses into SchooLinks.





Use the Endorsement drop down menu to make your selection.
Use the Option drop down to make your pathway selection.



Students must sign once the Endorsement is selected.



Parents must sign using their parent login for Skyward Family Access



The 
Four 
Year 
Plan



Sample 
Four Year 

Plan



Sample 
Four Year 

Plan



This is the Course 
Selection sheet for 
9th Grade. 

Students will 
complete this and 
turn into the 8th 
grade counselor after 
inputting courses into 
SchooLinks.



Understanding 
your
PSAT 8/9 
Scores



Score Summary
On your PDF score report, you can view the three scores available from your 
PSAT 8/9 assessment— total score, Reading and Writing section score, 
and Math section score.
For each score, the official score report PDF includes:
•All possible scores:

• 240–1440 for total score
• 120–720 for section scores

•Your Score Range: This range shows how much your scores would likely 
vary if you took a different administration of the test under identical 
conditions. From recent administrations of the PSAT 8/9, these ranges are 
approximately:

• Total: ± 40 points
• Reading and Writing: ± 20 points
• Math: ± 30 points

• The All Tester Percentile (formally called the "User Percentile") of each 
score. For example, if a student's score is in the 70th percentile, 70% of a 
comparison group achieved scores at or below that student's score.

• All Tester Percentiles are based on the actual scores of the past three 
cohorts of students in their grade who took the PSAT 8/9. The All 
Tester Percentiles for the first digital administrations in 2023-24 are 
reported on tests completed anywhere in the world.



 Knowledge and Skills
In the Knowledge and Skills section of 
the PDF score report, you'll see a graphic 
that shows your performance on each of 
the eight content areas measured on the 
PSAT 8/9. There are four content areas 
in Reading and Writing, and four in Math.
For each content area, you'll see:
•The approximate number of questions 
in the content area
•The percentage of the section covered 
by that area (e.g., 12–14 questions 
would be about 26% of the Reading and 
Writing section).
•A visual indication of how you 
performed in each content area
You can use this section to identify 
content areas you may want to focus on 
to practice and improve.



Discover Growing Careers
Your score report may have you thinking 
about what comes next. Your score report 
PDF will include Career Insights Snapshot—a 
list of growing careers in your state that need 
skills like yours. Please note that this list 
is NOT CAREER RECOMMENDATIONS or the 
only careers you should consider for 
yourself. The list can show you more about 
what careers are out there and key aspects 
of a job, like if it requires a college degree.
Each job on your score report:
1.Is growing in your state, meaning there are 
jobs available.
2.Pays a living wage because we know salary 
is important.
3.Requires more education after high school, 
in some cases college but not in all.
4.Spans a variety of interest areas and 
connects to the math, reading, and writing 
skills you demonstrated on the test because 
every job has a set of measurable skills.



How Students and Families May Use Scores The PSAT 8/9 
student score report provides students and families with 3 
ways to understand their scores.
• Help your student think of ways to develop each of the skills they have identified 

for focus and improvement. Khan Academy can help supplement this work, and 
when your student is ready, they can take practice tests on Bluebook  and 
review the results on My Practice. 

• Use the career examples to talk about career interests and options with your 
student.

• Compare your student’s scores to the grade-level benchmarks together. 
• If your student is meeting the benchmark for a section, remind them to 

continue to take rigorous courses and work hard to stay on track for college 
success. Š

• If your student is not meeting the benchmark for a section, work with their 
teacher to connect them to classroom work that is focused on areas that 
need improvement. 



https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-8-
9/scores/understanding-scores/your-score-report-explained# 

Click below to view a short video on understanding your digital PSAT 8/9 scores 

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/scores/understanding-scores/your-score-report-explained
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/scores/understanding-scores/your-score-report-explained


Important Dates
Course Selection – Spring 2025

• FSMS 8th Grade Parent Night – Monday, January 13th @6:00PM

• Clements Parent Night – Thursday, January 16th @ 6:00 PM

• Elkins Parent Night – Wednesday, January 22nd  @ 6:00 PM

• Clements and Elkins Counselors Visit FSMS – January 22, 2025

• The course selection window will be open Monday, January 27th

• FSMS Career Day for all 8th grade students – Friday, January 31st

• The course selection window will close on Friday, February 14th



Email Mrs. Angibeau
Marla.Angibeau@fortbendisd.gov  

mailto:Marla.Angibeau@fortbendisd.gov
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